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:ACE and the WOLVES 


Sheffield Peace Conijrcss and the diseusstons nn 


id the I'nitcd Nat tons sene to direct at tent inn not merely 
diesrrahility of peace htii to the means necessary to achieve 
il'c would lihe to stress the idea of ;ic/jjei jtii^ peace, rather 
hat of “preservinjS'' it. The peoples of the i^rcat po^vers nre 
it to coni$ratulate themselves on enjoying? peace (even if tn 
NTtefer intervals) H‘hen they fhcinselves are not directly in- 
^ Ji a declared war. They too often fcirget that war has 
^tlnuotts in some part of the world for the past forty or 
^ars. They do not e^'en consider it a state of war ivhen a 
iieni vva(5,es continuous war on its people by means of a 
joliee, forced labour, eonccntrafion camps and the like, 
uat ion may be temied “peace^’ by some; but it is certainly 
Mtlition which anarchists desire to preserve- Nor do we 
at .my honest, humane persons would regard our feelings 
Itciive of desirable conditions. 


ve often enough indi¬ 
hostility towards war. 
sufheiently stressed, 
^disbelief in the possi- 
' destroying totaiitdfian 
by going to war. And, 
ire have also made clear 
dc towards totalitarian 
t such as those of the 
Empire; for w'e do 
• pur attention on the 
etween the Russian 
nt and its satellites, on 
and, and the Anglo^ 
group on the other. 

: main struggle here is 
between the totali* 

_nments and the 

|a they oppress. In a 
f WTtn this liamc strug- 
1 J bet ween democrat ic 
pu and tbeir subjects, 
•thies lie with the 
bbi the rulers. What- 
r political rivalries of the 
t<re slre«s the common 
of the peoples of the 
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world against all who exploit 
them and deprive them of the 
opportunity to organise their 
own lives. 

THE DISARMAMEM 
ISSUE 

This bald statement must 
serve as a background for our 
attitude towards the Sheffield 
Peace Congress. First and fore^ 
most, of course, is the fact that 
it is a Coiiimunist outfit. This 
means that whatever ends it 
seems to serve, its real purpose 
is to advance the foreign policy 
of Russiu, il is only necessary' 
to recall the “People’s Con>cn- 
tion” wliieh the British Com- 
niunist Party organised in the 
winter of 1940-41 when Russia 
was allied to Na^i Germany and 
the British Coumiunist Party 
was consequently opposed to the 
war. I’hc People’s Convention 
demanded a negotiated peace, 
sought to mobilise all send- 
nicJiial unti-war opinion, with all 
the familiar trappings of peti¬ 
tions and puhliv statements by 
proiiiiiient tiiiclLcetuals, prefer¬ 
ably non-Communists. Six 
luuiuhs later Hitler invaded 
Russia, the British Communists 
bccaitic pro-war overnight and 
the People’s Con^eniion was 
dropped, leaving its seniinieoial 
paciffsi adherents looking, and 
perhaps feeling, very foolish. 

fi is needless to indicate that 
the same purpose underlies the 
bhefbeJif ouliit, 
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miitJc for vi<3iiB far sixteen nomed dclg- 
The results nf the ‘ctcction' were 
knuivn sixteen dufs hcfurr.’' Tbc 
Dfljb- tVoi-ter made ao mention of this. 

*HIJMAMSING WAR** 

Th^i- flcured n pomt Over Attlee'* 
StiOemeitt thnt "Vou bum anise 

4vjir, you cannot deo^,- ut> 0 »ct of 
‘Queensberry tule*' Mhieh. will itd it of 
its horrors. The only an^tg'er is to root 
out iTor itseJf, wilr and the ecuses 
which make it,'‘ The Dariy IVofker 
rii^htty points out that this eontradiets 
the HoHue Convention, svhieh seeks to 
humntiise wnr, AOCI the NurcmhuriJ 
Trials which eondemoed innay Germans 
for waitinii ivnr in complete disregard 
nf ibe 1ftwi rtnd eiutonis of wsr.’* 

On the other hand it eould be snid 
that Attlee was truthful, and merely let 
the cat Uut of the for tbc fact li 

that in war, it is not rules, but policy 
ftnd expediency whieh determines the 
ehtiiee of militury method. This wftt 
the bftsis for Our den^eiatiun of the 
Nucemburjt IriaTs—^vhich Busisia nnd 
the ComniunUtS, be it remembered, dc^ 
dared to be altc^cther too mil rl- 

Mr. Attlee «aid of tbc SheQicId Cnn- 
Ifress that it was '"an appeal by the 
wolves to jet the sbeep to demonstrate 
against the use of shepherd* and shcep- 
dojt*.^‘ In this he gets near the 
knuckle, perhaps iicarcr than he in¬ 
tended, for though we record the Com¬ 
munists nnd Iheir dupes a# property 
compared to wolvei^ pnd sheep, wc hnd 
the rest apt in a sense he did not 
intend. For if the sheep should avoid 
the w'olveg, they also hare much tu iJain 
by freeing themsetre* from shepherds 
who fleece them and sell them as 
mutton. 

THE REALITY BEHIND 
THE 

BATTLE Of WORDS 

Let us, bowcvce, pierce fq the core 
of the matter. The fact is that the 
Western Powers hnvc decided to re-arm 
against Russia. The purpose of Ihe 
Stoeklioifu Peace Petition and Its cifl- 
shoot at Sheffield is explicitly to limit 
arm aments. S-UCh eongressei a.rE held, 
however, exclusively outside Rubmu and 
the Cnminform countries. Alttee and 
Truman seek to strenglhen the armed 
power of Dcntocrneics; StaLlo and the 
Peocr Cunfiresses S-eCk to weaken it. 
Stated thus blankly it is clear that the 
CunfEress has nothia£ to da with peace 
—and. Jet us state, Aiiflo-AmcrSran 
TC-armanienl has nothiu^ to do with 
it either. 

REA USA/ IN PEACE 

Once a|uui we face the Questiun of 
the past bfty years—hmv doei it eumc 
about that no-opc desires war, jel it 


has been an nlinoit continuous shftdnjw 
fiver oiir generation? ft is obsiou*, as 
Attlee pointed nut, that One does not 
need a petition tn know that men and 
women desire peace. And to anar¬ 
chists, at least, it is ohviou* that One 
doe* not j(et what one wants by signing 
on a dotted line, still Less wheo tt is 
such a crooked line as the Gommunisti 
provide. 

Those who appose war used to think 
that it was as simple as just acting out 
one’s desire far pcnec and refusing to 
sPppOTt war or it* prepBration. But 
new problems appeared aft»r the first 
world war. There was not much dif¬ 
ference between the political structure 
of Imperial Germany of the Kaiser and 
the British Empire, But there was an 
undoubted difference between the de- 
mooraeiet and the Nazis, suffieJent to 
puxrle the one-time auti-nubtarist left 
into *upp<irt for the second war. Now 
difference between the Russian type of 
dietatarship and the demoeraeies is *tjLl 


enough to complicate the ant^'Wa^ 
question. 

Hence opposition to Allied rC-arma^- 
mcnl, by itadf. munifestJy strengthen*: 
the ’'other side”, *nd »* repugnant to- 
all but irresponsible* and rcligioU*- 
cranks. EspeciuLly so since the saffll^ 
opposition eannat be openly oanvusaeJ. 
behind the Iron Curtain. Il is cicafr 
therefore, tl,nt something more i*. 
needed. The difficulty lies in the lapt 
that initiative dOe* not lie with the 
people w'hosc Interests arc at one—^the 
common people oil the w orld over. 
Instead it lies with governments, wh*. 
know of no other way than that of 
building up armies and hombs, WhosP 
interests demand that initiative should: 
remain with an oligarchy whether 
sOciftlist Or cftpitalist, and not with tbc 
people at large. 

Is it ncccasaey (u remiiid our reoder* 
once more how that the various war*. 

PAGE FOUR 


The tJInireh on 

GAMBLING & SEX 

'J’HE Church, ostensibly so occupied with the spiritual weffare of its flock^, 
can w'bcn necessary , show a practical turn of mind, as has been indicated 
recently in the publication of a report defining the attitude of the Church tO’ 
Gambling and Sex. 


Of the fields of gambline mentioned, 
namely: Horse Racing, Greyhound 

Racing, FooLball Fools and the Stock 
Exchange, two of them were treated with 
some Leniency by the Church, and it is not 
without sigxiiftcfinee that these are the 
two ''sports” paLTonised by the higher 
income groups. Of horse racing, the re¬ 
port says, "Betting should be limited to 
what takes place on the course. When a 
man watches a race on which he lias made 
a bet there is some recreationml value." 
And of the Stock Exchange the only 
comment was, "According to infonniCton, 
the Stock Exchange docs not countenance 
the gambling contraa. Speculation may 
often be irTCsponsiblc but is not 
gambling.” 

It cannot be denied that workers also 
bet on horses, but how many of them 
can afford to take a day off from work to 
carry out their betting On the course? 
Horse racing is largely in fact, even now, 
a recreation for the rich, and if gambling 
was conhned only to the course it would 
become completely so, and as such would 
get little tnicrference from the Church. 

Ttie plea put forward in the report 
allowing a loop-hole for the Stock Ex¬ 
change gamblers hardly needs a comment, 
'Fhe Stock Exchange, is an insmution 


Two Honest T.L\ Dilieial»$ 

hwiuwy hues become jusi xvith atioihcr oilivial, C. Wilkins, 
:^ident luuL-iimes and eompletdy area DlUcer for the engineering and 


iiwf of umch mth fht' floor of the 
xi'orkshof)” 

rhin SI Element did mn full from ihc 
lips of ill] unurvJiLSh or un iruie rank- 
uiid-lilc irudc iiiiioiiLsL It was ihc 
koiii/idercd verdicl ul u man wlm has 
Iwcfi lor icii ycarit un oUiLiiil of I be 
IVun^puri uiid Ifciirrfil Workert^' 
I ’iiioii, Mr, Willluiti Sheppurd uf 
iiriiiol Mr. bheppurd Han a tilcm- 
ber (»f die l!i-rierui Uoutieil uf the 
(iiU^iifcderuiion ul bhipbuildiitg upd 
liniineeriiig Uniojiv, mid tugciher 


F(Mlili;.%| rKOl;if46tON BAN 
hAlLfSlJJ 11 

Scot I and Vurd Liiuiounved JuH week 
Ihit the order banniiig political pro- 
dcssioni in Loiidlun. which expires at 
midnight to-night will he extended for 
a lurihcr three months. 


cheiniLat group of the l.ti.WU., 
Bristol, has resigned his ullicc 

J'here is ii body of opinion iit the 
An are hist and Syndicalist nioveinents 
which niui Ilia ins ihui il is possible to 
push our ideas through the irude 
iinioiis. In the experience of the two 
abutc-mentioned olitciuls. it h nut 
even possible any longer to puih the 
huaic ideas of trade unionisni through 
the trade union.si 

W e urc always wiring into T.LI. 
ofhcials for the fact that they are 
more iotcrcsicd in the job than ihc 
meaning behind It. Let us, then, not 
Itesiiate to applaud the action ol ewo 
men who have iacriliccd the former 
because it no longer expressed the 
latlcr, and hope that ihcir undoubted 
orgamsmg ability and apparem in- 
Etgriiv may still be put yt the disposal 
ol ihe working class movement 
through an at tempt to create a teal 
rank and file movement. 


developed by the rich for the benefit of 
the rich, and I doubc if any worker, even- 
tf he knew how it fuucdonetf, could afford 
the 'irresponsible speculation’ allowed to 
the few, and sanciioned by the Church. 

On the question of the workers’ Stock 
Exchange (ihe ftwitball pdols), however, 
the Church has more definite views. 
''They would be better pinohibiced/' they- 
say, but with that realistic franie of mind 
often displayed by the pillars of the 
Church when it suits them, thev suggest 
that otherwise, “the aim should be to 
reduce the amount to be won hy any- 
entrant, and the numbeT of pool firrir 
employees.” And we see that it is the 
'lower strata' of society who ar^ agairt 
Che losers. The worker who speculates his 
IA a w'cek on the pools has his chance 
of winning reduced, white, of course, the 
Directors of the Pools rctaio their 
fortunes. 

Now for Anarchists,, the question here 
is not whether gambling constitutes a. 
social evil or not. We know that any 
competitive mooetiiry syateiu is bound to* 
have bad repercussion*, and that gambling: 
for money is only one aspect of such a 
systemt but we also know' that its evils 
cannot be ehminoted hy doitig awav with' 
some fomu of gambling whilst others re¬ 
main itiiaci, or for that matter solve 
^vthing by meiely abolishing gambling. 
The trouble is th;it the members of this 
Church Commission, quite apcirt from 
their unhealthy doctrines, belong to and 
are supported by the privileged class, and 

«il «o » JJ that God .rJ hi, rep“ 

consotiilate chut class. ' 
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The section of the report dealing with’ 

value TteR E 

It tic more hope. It makes a ^laiement to 
e effect that men nnd wrinien in lor** 
are the concern of ,he Church, ami ^ 
the ckrgy must endeavour to ans^ivvr. 
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Understanding Spain 


F It E 1 D O M 


yFWISli t XHYRISTH 
(icruM Urcniin. fCmm- 
I rii'*■*!<}.' Presi* 2 S'/-) 

«[« few iwk* of which 


rHFRF “t* hock* 

tn **y 1:^*^ 

^,/*uhec<i c^rccullv when the hook n 
,n oi which *0 much hiJ. been 
in ihc JA^t Ihiriccn vc»r^ Rul 

gJvrj'^A which wn*. flnii fubli.hcd in 


{ 1 L\ thonsh it ccTittcn ilt^mg and 
^ ‘taidv ifer "hr Spanish ^ ar. nnd 
^Tch art^*r* "T^ * \\c\cv>mt new 


coition- 


nvSiich 


utihtltlcil “An 


■p^f hrtik 

oiini pi thr wuifll and paliiical hick- 
LiunJ pf ihr Civit Wbt^' i»i in three 
* The lirnt hrsinn tviih the reitora- 




Tl 4 nirhon mrvnircby in TlB 74 


3 hen ' the Republic fell withoui 
heinu fired to tlcfcnd it" and 
Allon'o Ml ''lo bronpht from ihc miii- 
wrv icivkTttv ai Sandhurst, and ends with 
A. jjiii of his son in 10.11 when the 
liclitpr Primp dr Rivern fled lo Pani 
Ihcrc hi' la^t davs '"were passed hciwccn 
riturLh and the brothel". The second 
ij firmest pan of the botik describes 
Slir o'li'lition of the isnrkmg daises" 
ykith cliirtcr!' oti the Aararian Question, 
iic .Anarchists, the Anarchn-Syndicalists, 
Ihc Tarlists ftml ihe Soemlista. In the 
Unal pan the lunbur resumes bis histnrjcal 
liirrativc from the prudamation of the 
Kecprid RernNic in Ihll to the Popular 
FroTiKwiih an epilogue on the Civil War. 
Iti I new preface lie describes to what 
extent his opinions have ahered since its 
first appearanee, bm say?, that "if T were 
1 rewrite this bnok to-morrow, I should 
not itfi so very dilferentlv." The volume 
ci'ocludes with 0 long biblio-arapbv. 


"When the first edition of TAr 

was public bed, Marie Louise 
’Berneri reviewed it at U-ngib in Volume 1 
of .Vnti'. and her cssav on the book ck- 
phiined why it is. of attcb importance and 
vfllue from our Mandpoim. In it 'he 
wTOie: 


ArurdiistN i' the rcltiififi between an*t- 
chum and the commutialiit movement in 
Spain. Spain refcmhlea Europe of the 
Middle Ages, when communes had a treat 
dnl of autonomy and when each member 
played an active rnle in ninning of 
the communniei. I'nlike the communes 
in Mediaeval Germanv, France and Ttaly, 
which flnunsheJ moitiv in the towns and 
were comprised of arrisans and merchanis, 
the communes in Spam canted moatly in 
I he crwmt rvside and w ere composed of 
peasanis. herdsmen and shepherds. There 
V rrc aHo communes of fishermen on the 
soft St. Provindal and munidpil feeling 
was ihercforc very iircng and ti’ery town 
was the centre of an inienae wcial life. 
This auionoiny of the towns and yiHafei 
allowed the full dcvclopmenr of the 
people's intiative and rendered ihein far 
more individualiitiic than otJher nations, 
though 3t the same time devekipinf the 
instinci of mutual aid which hat else¬ 
where been Jirophied by the gfo^lh v 4 
the stile. 


"Brerifinls book in mtide interesting ond 
pervetmtinc by his sympathy for the 
sLihicct hv ha!^ treated- Me loves Spain 
and the Spuninrds and has a particular 
under-standing of the Spanish peasants 
among whom he lived so long, not as a 
tonri't but as one of them, sharing their 
'houses, their food, their talk, their songs 
Jind lianccs. An hintorian should attempt 
to espcriencc in imagipation the feelings 
and reactions of the people he descrihesj 
and be h nbk to do this only if he can, 
se to speak, put himself in their place, 
fhenan is extremely gifted in that respect. 
He has dealt with his subject not only 
as a scholar but also as an artist and a 
pivcMogist- This has enabled him to 
undcrstarul actions w%tch, not being a 
TevnUitionflry binisulf, he cannot approve, 
such as the burning of churches, the 
throwing of bombs, the killing of priests, 
the expropriation of landlords ttnd manv 
<'ther acts of revolt of the Spanish 
worker., ife sees these facts in their 
right perspective and makes fun of the 
reactionaries who, ni the slightest move¬ 
ment of revolt among the masses, are pre¬ 
pared 10 sec ihc whole working class as 
a muh of criminals. He effectively de¬ 
bunks atmehy stories, a ta.sk which, 
unformnaiely, historians are not often 
'filing to undertake, particularly when 
these stories are used to discredit national 
■Of class enemies . . 

Parts of tlvj I^atvrifiih are of 

""ttercsi to Einarchifits and I 
Should like 10 deal with them ai length 
i 5 eiving them a prominence 

attain in the book 
iseit. The first point of interest to 


“These anarchist iheoricf corretpond to 
the experiences of the Spanish people 
Wherever they were frre to organise them- 
Reives indepcnicnily, they had improved 
their lot, but when the central itiWYm- 
ment of Madrid thnvugb the landlord*, 
the pet tv buneaus^is, the p^fiice and ibc 
army, interfered with their lives. U alway* 
brought them oppression and poverty. 
The Socitlist Party with its distrust of 
the social instinas of wKn. with iu belief 
in a central, all-wise aoiboriiy, went 
against the sge-long experience of the 
Spanish workers and peasants. It de¬ 
manded from them the snoircnder of ihe 
hbcriies they had fought hard to preserre 
through centuries and for that reason 
never acquired the uifluciice which the 
anarchist movcineiii aiiaincd- 


“Another cause for the rapid and ei- 
lensive growth of the anirdus:i movem^t 
in Spain was, acoording to Brenau, the 
intense religious feelings of the people, 
particularly the peasants- This miv at 
first seem paradoxical. The anarchisTfi 
in Spain, perhaps more than m any Diner 
counifv, bitterly attacked religion and 
the Church. They issued hundreds of 
books and pamphlets denounpug the 
fallacv of religion and the corruption ol 
rhe Church; they even f 

burning churches and Jp>hng 
Brcnan doe^ "Ot ignore this, but he dis- 
tineiusbes between the Chnstian beliefs 
of Spanish masses and ibeu intense 
dislike c^f "he Church, and one^ must ad¬ 
mit that his inierprctaliou of the 
between religion and anarchism is very 
convincing- 

“He describes the Spaniards, and in 
particular, the peasants, aa a very re¬ 
ligious people- By religion he does not 
mean, of course, belief in and submission 
to the Church, but a faith iu spiritual 
values, in the need for men to refann 
iJiemselves, in the /raiemiiy which should 
exist among ill men- the beginning 


From o«r stoek 

AnwcLfrisf /»j-^riuc. a biciilraphy of Peter Kropotkin. 
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In La#, TcL?.-! r*# be 

cyaimnir, ■ fotgom pamphlet <m Sbmkn- 


porthumouB volume n- • wntlecucm 
of Grorgr Orweirsi c«*«vi ivigirullv 
contributed to leaTn maga/inr* inid manv 
reader* will welctMiK thrir •ppeararHe in 
perimnent form. The wrU-knowm atunr 
which gisTes the volume i!i title* and 
cf are lutotnographical. det- 

cnbinf two incidenti! in Onrell'* We •* • 
^iiceimn m Burma in the earlv 1">35**. 
Hoii ikf |>tJor £),<. which appeared in 
Act- 61 is an account of hi* 
in a Pan? boapiui e l">2v, 


ri"^ in which Tolnor annouacts that 
MtakcapeiiTt far frofn bcmii a gcruu*, waa 
no< rmi "tn avmirc author*', who alwwyt 
arottacd m him “an imntitiMe repufakiii 
•"1^ tbJtum" fn cknsonatratmt the fallacy 
of Tol«fnv\ ihnwy of an and o! the 
atfiiuJc ttf which It la • producr. Orwell 
'uggr't* convincinilv that TolauiY% par- 
ttculax avertKin to Kmg Ujt wai becauae 
the predicatneni and tratr.lv of j rar i« a 
(BiiTor i»i that of ToIiutv himtelf—Oicv 
both ihoufhi ihai rrnuniiation wii a path 
m happincn 


-h'.'PPUli «J Lhc ^ T. ■j jj j- 

can indeed be x: rtj: r.-. , 

arfummt* which a . twur,: 

axm *~rt. vpij 

Wjtare with r cu 

pwiif!v»l parcief . lijirr,- j* a 
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•cvlarcd ssais. -- ji wt-ie 
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cxpenence* 


"It is difficult to underiiand Spain if 
ore ha? not read Aiuriw/ .HfrJ, and. 
indeed, lomc of the pwft? of the 
Luhvnnfh would form a valuable upf'' 
ment to Kropotkin'a work, 


"The theories ol the anatchiiti, and of 
Bakunin and Kropt'tkin in particular, are 
ha'cd on the belief that men arc bcpund 
logcihcr by the instinct of mutual aid. 
that they can live happily and peacefullv 
m -1 free society. Bakunin, thmugh his 
natural svinpathy for the peasant*, 
Kropotkin, through his study of the life 
of animaU, of prirnitis'c jiocictict and the 
.Middle -Age*, had bmh reached the con¬ 
clusion that men are able 10 live happilv 
and show their social and creative 
abilities m a sodeiy free frwn anv central 
and auihnctlarian government.' 



of the XtXth century, a scnenii de,j|r of 
religious faith took place, but religion had. 
meant so much to the poor that ibcv rrere 
left with the hunger for someihing to re¬ 
place It and this could only be tme of ih* 
psditical ckHUines, anarchism nr Mviallim. 
.Anarchitm bv u* msiumcc nn bmher- 
hood between tiKn. on the necessitv for a 
laith canK nearer to the t hnuian idea* 
ol the Spanish peautni than the dry, 
* mile**, mwtmatisiic theories of the 
.Marxiftt*. I'he Spanish peasant* took 
hieralty the Irequrnt allutton* in the 
scripiuim to the wickr,Inc«i ol the rich* 
the Church, of courw. could not admit 
thi* - . Brenan luiggeiii that the anx - 
sif the Spanish anarchiiti agaimt the 
Chuicb u the anger I'f an micniely 
rehgioua peopk who feel that ihcy have 
been deierted and deceived. 

"Bmun foetiaw that hii Inurpreta- 
liun would gite nac 10 many dittciuna 
rirom the anarchist? and eves more fmiii 
relipnui people!, and he aayi, Tt nuy be 
thought that I have atneued too much the 
relifrioui elemeni beciuae Spaniih .AnaT- 
chiem it after all a political dkicfrinc. But 
the aim? of tivr aeiarchiiti' were alwaya 
M> much wider and their leachiDga more 
personal than aTtytJhiing which can. be 
included under the word politici- To 
individuals they olTered a way of life: 
Anarchitm had to be lived aa well ai 
worked for.' Thi? is a very unporUmt 
point. The anarchiiis do not aim only 
at changing the Bovemmenl or the syuem^ 
they aim also at changing the peopk^a 
mode of thinking and living, whi^ baa 
been warped by yeara of opprea&ton. 

"tjfhaiever the cautie of thii attitude, 
whether religious or otheiwise. it is im- 
pNDrtanl tn slresii it. .Anarchisti are always 
accused uf having a negative creed but 
critics overlook that anarchism through 
its attempts to render men better even 
under the present syatem ia in fact doing 
some posit ive and very useful work. 
Brenan has seen this very clearly and he 
refuses to judge the anarchists ihmugb 
their material achievements alone. Their 
role, he says, should be judged not in 
political terms but in moral ones, a fact 
which is almost universally ignored.- 

, . I must say, however, a few words 
of disagreement with Brenan's conclusions- 
Though he admits that the arbiters of 
Spain's desriiiy must be the worker and 
the peasant, he believes that a government 
(of the kind, of course) mu$t con- 
tTol Spain. He does not say where a 
good government can be found. He de¬ 
clares that a government in Spain should 
not depend on the Church, the army or 
the landlords; as on the other band he 
does not seem to believe in the dictator¬ 
ship of the proletariat (which he righdy 
condemns in Russia) it is difficult to see 
why he rejects finniy the anarchist 
solution. He also advocates strongly the 
collectivisation of the Ipd, but seems to 
expect that a "sensible govcmmeiLt" 
could carry it out, when history shows 
that no gewernment in Spain was ever 
prepared 10 go against the interests of the 
landlords.” 

M. L. Berneri's discussion of the book 
ended with these words; 

"Brenan, who lived so long Ln Spain^ 
seems to ha?^e been influenced by its com¬ 
munal institutions, and has written his 
book in the spirit of the craftsmen of the 
Middle Ages. Like them, he has pro¬ 
duced his cAe/-?fkeuw“e which is the test 
of bis love for his an and his respect for 
his fellow men for whom the book is 
I'-ritfen. The Spanish Labyrinth has been 
created with that painstaking and dis¬ 
interested love which characterises all 
lasting works.” 
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Ckin-ber J-I,h, twa mttpxinti 
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?hn«ld r Dr 

.\na tn Jhr ntil paragraph: 

Cof^ fort die* make a 


FtVnKi v% LurraHtr*. an cxaminatinit 
of IruiWi II . fvc of CfTwell'? 

moat unpon«m piece? of hterirv (.riukiuii. 
•lid h ol sf*ed«l tatrrest at the moment 
ttnee there hit been a kit ol rather super- 
ftciil cuiapnnian ol Orwell and Swift 
hi?eJ pretumablv on iheir Nnh having 
ratinveU human? wnih ammal*, and their 
iMith having a sirxing anitc ol unell. He 
rvuni* oui in 4 iicuiiiit| Swift. Hunething 
;;ih»ch moat people »frte with m thewr?-, 
but not Ki many tn praaKr^that it 11 
rr*?«blc to admire a umitT* wurk while 
Jricfting hi? iT'irutin*. "The durahility 
cif (iiiffirvr'i TriirWf pnr? to ?how ihai, 
if the forcr of bebcf i* behuiJ n, ■ wwlJ- 
riew 'shich tsolr mu paivc* the test of 
viniiT I* tuffiaent 10 pf?xlu..e a grcii wrork 
of an". 

The esurv on iF*,xf?»Hi aaj ike Emgiuk 
t^ntMge I* an attack oa the linfuafe uaeJ 
by pohiii.nn? and aJrruni*traior? Poliiical 
l 4 nini«irr, hf *hows, hr in Taguenesm in 
cupbennnm and us use til rraJy-ttMKk 
phrase? t? JettgneJ 10 he invomprehcnuble 
In our lime, political ipcrch and 
writing are largely the defence of the 
indcfcn?ible Things hke the ctmiinu- 
ance of Rri(i?h rule in fn-ba, the 
Rui?ian purge? and dyponation?. the 
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T^L'RING bis lifetime flefiurd Shaw’s of reaponiiJwLiy ' 

^ opinion? wtre alvaji expre>.?ed m a un.kr ^ 

iray which aUowed of them not being wianiuiiion. He 
taken lerkoHly, least of all hi? political (fMdom imp,:? ' r ^ 
opiiikin]. It is perhaps not surprising t*»? why 
therefore that this side of him has re- Hut he * 

cetved little aiTeODCn in hit obituaries, 'w»h**^h iuiti*'* ir 

No doubt, however, 4 certain piety ha? ministration. L ■...■.x u 
been involved also; for Shaw'? adminijon ‘ TeldeJ such f- '-.r ik 
for Siaitn and xAiussoLuu are unacceptabte Mu5«*riim S ilin, 
to the propaganda of the tan fifteen years, political beliel?, K? b T 
and to admiration foe a great writeTj. and they were T; 

a great nun. They are, mcreovef, very ^ *<* £' 

difficult to explain, since Shaw' himself BviUhevik pure: 

was IdudJy and genial and human in a ^If-drcept^ -1 
way whitih he never allowed to appear in 
his published writing?; to call him a 
Fascist—Of a Communisi—would be 
quite absurd. 


minds can schiev 

Mjny of the ubitu>^ 
(hilt -Shaw’s poliiical 
luiionary when he 
and fired the imaginaiion 
years ago- But they go 


Act Shaws influence over the last two . 

generations has b«o enormous, and thi? ?hJ faT thaf tnnJ 

cunouj paradox is therefore of ourr«- 

ponding importance. J. B, Priestley h« it a measure of 

wTitten that Shaw never quite believed ?ili“ propagandut. jmcc ny 
that concentration camos existed or thmi '*J*^** .f 



that Mussolini and Stalin were the only ‘ ^ i>mc they were ury 

two statesmen in Europe who owed thej Shaw and the Webbs a 

position solely to iheir effidency. And he r'J^culed the "Utopian” rcvolui 
.1__ .1_ _. . and anarchists, ”"'4 




■CrinstmlLij. 


added that if they ceased to merit emin- forward 

ence by losing itat effidency, they could **™^^***^®‘ solutions as the way to i., 
be sacked at a imnute’i notice I The * Mcicty. Now that their 

departure from tniih here is immense, ai^hievcd, caj 

almost; astronomical; but from his other a 

writings and hi? life it it obvious that dualitative jenseT 

Shaw'did not deliberately write dowo lies, ^ 

knowing them to he lie?- What then is “ iotution to rhe 

the explanauon? t ^^°luuomstt comcm 

* - . . ftlvei can be L L.-l 

A pointer is m be found in the fta | in the test of nrattir^i ^ ^ 
that his fnend and ooUeague and teacher Here aeain 

m the Fabian Society, Sydney Webb, also quejtiqjn of <;L ^ »o 

expressed admiration for Soviet Russia, | aiiraiion fl,- c ® ^ 

and wrote with his wife a gigantic book nlsed 

about it- -Shaw says somewhere that he Fabiar, c Soviet sysEem 

read Marx seventeen years before Lenin I in practice; heo'^ 

did-^ measiire of the leogih of time over CQniDiiimeni to a 

which his political experience stretched Kad devoted ihrir live* m 

But his early cxjnveraon to Sodalism was ^ven againsi thi? most mai 

^ugh the worts of Henry George J^"dencc^that It wis a success. 
-Morewer, Slaw knew William Moiris . biographers have touched 

^ pclitical other ^pecLs of hi? character 

™ from a via^ which are obviously of impoi 


and I 


for all'^ts lEfliicntial which women iriumphani 

meffiods ^ ^^spectacular on men in his plays ^ 

o, teceni^iy prubliahcd.) These, too, d« 

inaw s Fabianism held demorr^.-^ ■ contribute to the undcrsiimdkJ 

of Erotinds of the fuinilS strange paradox of a most kindly^ 

dleiiio„.t™lj!^ «^tendiiig admiraticrn la lotalili 
ujisausfflctory results. He ^ dictaiors- Here ii h enough to say 

obgarchic socialism, in ^ narrowTicss which is ^disenmibkA ,, 

«i*rected by an ^ writings in ihe 

telkcEuals (Lenin expressed sS rport unsaysfaciory and iin 5 aiirivLFtf> 

a the beginning of Sie oentu^ charactensoc of socialism as H 

also had a great adnui^S Bui he ^voW smoe the spi.t anarchist^li 
expressed it in hS * Vh„ 5 ? Jr 


was^o^shfiw 

autom(? V of benefioeni 

a "'everse of ihis medal wa? 


a e^rwe.-.^ -uj mis meoai 

for the general popu- 
,* which Shaw never seem? 10 ha?'c 


irM.„Ux X — t-iiEiw never Kvm? to 

Sht to explain in lerms of their lack 


William Ml 

of breadth. 

spoused, and which hjti 
polilically, shows the 
Warmri^^^^ “"'td hollowne?*, mifsio# 
rnth of human life and aspiraTioo*- 


1 ^ 
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4,000 Spanish Refugees have disappeared in Russia 


The Coal Mines of Sardinia 


i tiu Jfdlittu 



fN order to under sinnd miny of 

4 the iociRl. economic and poUilail 
life of Icnly, one might as an exarnple 
ilhe probknt of the min^i, which though 
not having the same importnttce as other 
industrial groups^ nevenhekss rcproiluocs 
in an csiremc and clearer manner, ihc 
same paiicrn of selfish interests iintl Ind? 
of logic. 

Thf principal liahnn coal mines arc 
lliuaied in Sardinia (Sulcis) and in 1^4*) 
“ TlT.mm miners cngniied in this area 
luc^ one miJltLin fnfii of coal. During 
»ntc i>ei:i»^d *i million ions were ini’ 
.1 The tllinliiy of the cnel mined at 
. kit B lo^^' grnde imd tis usci it 
are limited. Its ciilorific value is 
KC'^ Ointparcki iivilh ihc 7ft[iCi/H3Qi0 
developed by Hnelish coah and 
■e than the imported coal. 

^ conditions are bad. The 
“w-ages of 0 surface worker are 
HTl lire (7/-) a day and of mJeiers 
mT/ 6 ). The cost of living for a 
^ four persons fand Sardinian 
TiFe large) is in the region of IdflfJ 
jllowing for any meat in their 
L >tns rent, light, taxes and clothes. 
*ilTttHiiniding disirictR are poofj^ for 
is a country where productivity 
iTuac-h of the land is given over 
Hygienic conditions arc primi- 
itLic to the mentality of both 
^ imems and the Italian workers, 
ncctistocnffl not to consider social 
their place of work an im- 
.•Dckl problem. Furthermon: the 
_is weighed down byn bureaucracy 
“employees. 

bines, have always been kept going 
caiie in all Italian heavy in- 
Kiaie subsidies and preferences, 
iseism ihis unsatisfactory situation 
nincd ft way on the grounds of 
■ proiige and an “'Imperiul" 
fro-daV]. it is continued for the 
•{ “social necessity ” and the fight 
P^ployment- 

lately after the war the situation 
^VDied for a number of reasons t 
■able condition of the machinery^ 
economic situation and foreign 
ion. Bui thanks largely to the 
political situaiion the control- 
mps have been able to overoome 
f anil once nwre to soak the 
,^dped along as well by ERP 
^cricon policy of indiscriminaie 


pocket a large purl of the subsidies. The 
trade unions and left parties, fw their 
pan (and for demagogic reasons) attack 
the govemntent for its meanness, naturally 
adding that the money is not being 
properly spctit to-day, whereas if they 
bad a say in the spending it would he 
done in the right way! 


A t present some 35 M workers and em¬ 
ployees at Sulcia are betrvg threatened 
with the sack on the grounds that the 
cirganiwiion is not in n posiiion to bear 
the eoRi of employing a number of 
workers who are for ihe most pan idle. 
This is true; but the reason for their 
idleness is that the coal that is mined is 
diflicult lo market for the reasons staled 
above. The Government now promises to 
mtervene by the creation of an interna I 
market and has suggested that it will 
proposes the constmaion of a power 
coal with Italian manufactures (thereby, 
in giving preference to inferior quality 
cm], more prosperous industries will be 
depres-sed); that it will reduce eml im- 
pojisi that it ss-ill 'rceofiimend" that rail¬ 
ways, public, Slate and prlvaiely owmed 
factories should use national coal and will 
put 0 brake on the use of dicse! as an 
ahernative to coal. The Government also 
prposcs the construction of a power 
station costing two mi Elion pounds, tvhich 
will absorb l,5dfi,O|10 ions of national 
ccwil per annum, and svill take steps m in¬ 
crease I he output of the Sulcis mines from 
tine millions tons of cml per annum to 
Three million tons. The programme would 
take some three years for its realisaiion. 

Thus, around a bankrupt enterpriM, 
new interestR arc once again created 
which, because they depend on an initial tv 
false position, will be alwtiys on the brink 
of bankrtiptcy and will repeat ud iitfiniium 
the situation existing In the mines. 


H>le j 


jaow' familiar argument used to 
[eilidsm has been thm it w^as 
r to prevent the social siination 
fcniny and from playing inlO the 
3hc Communists^’, And so the 
pays up nnd the sharehoMers 


IN fact, instead of attempting to boost 
these mines, the logical approcdi 
should be their gradual eliminaiion. The 
money—largely FRP money—w'hicb will 
be spem on new‘ machinery should instead 
be spent on financitig public works 
fschools, homes, aqueducts, roads^ all of 
which are needed in the island) during the 
intenm period W'hilst manpower is being 
absorbed in newly-creaTed worthwhile 
industries. 

But such a programme naturaUv meets 
with opposition from the groups interested 
in maintaining the existing situation. It 
is quite clear that whatever measures are 
taken these groups want to avoid solWng 
the problem or changing the miserable 
conditions of the workers 


ORWELL AND RELIGION 


_liOtiti nued from 
•m [he matier one way or the other. 
m are not in favour of persecuting 
pdieretic, and Qtcy will not exert 
msflvcs to defend him. They arc at 
e too sane and too stupid to acquire 
lotaUcarian outlook, 'rhe direct 

msdouR attack on intellectual 
Deocy comes from the intellectuals 
ihemaelves.’^ 


. . Uteratuie is doomed if liberty 
I thought perishes. bJnr npitu ie It 


. .. Not only is it 

^lomed in any country w^hich retains 
lOtaliiarian structure; but any writer 
pho adopts ihc toialitirian outlook, 
finds excuses for persecutcon and 
he falsification of rcaliiv, thereby des- 
—-s himself as a wrirer. There is no 
, o.ut of this. No lirades against 
J^tndividuahsm and -ihe ivqiy 
fno pious platitudes to the efttet that 
i‘truc individuality is only attained 
■ through identification with the com- 
Itnunity, can get over the fact thai. a 
I'tiboughi mind is a spoilt mirui," 

{ Second Thought Oti nitfnkam 

1 ■ iTtEailed examination of the ideat of 
he ftuihor of Tht Managtrml flaobiipn 
ihd Tki Machjavdhani, the former big 
jraici ef American Trotskyism land rww 
I the Nei, j Anil-Communist of the United 
FSiates'i Orwell concludes that the basis 
f of Burnham^s approach is nai logic, bm 
the Worship of power and success, and 
it would he difficult not to agree, even 
thoLJgh some of Orwell's own arguments 
in this essay *«[« 1 ° spring from his sense 
of outrage at Eufnhani’s es^r having be¬ 
lieved' that an Axis victory was possible 
in the last iA*ir, rather chan from dis¬ 
passionate analysis. 

The volume concludes with nine of the 


little articles that George Orwell used to 
write in Triftime in the column Af / 


Plettie. They are an illustration of how 
he wrote, even on the most trivial 
Decisions. There arc not many writers 
who arc so consistently inicreslmg. even 
when they arc also infuriating. It is very 
nruch to hoped ihat the publishers will 
ntike a further coUection of those of his 
pnagazine articles which have not been 
included in the present volume or in 
Crijifflj JS'ifctvj f]946). for example: ll^/iy 
J H^nVe (from Gattgrcf), Marrakt^h (A'ctu 
w^nrinf), Cfl/flitropAjc Gradttniiim (Com- 


mon^cairh Rcvi€vt and Polma} and Notes 
an NaiiottQlhns {Polemic). They might 
very well be reprinted with the now un- 
obiainabfe The Ettsluh People (Collins) 
and the title essay from hi side The \WhQU 
(Gnllinci). 

One theme of the articles in Shooting 
flfi Ehphant which Is not discussed else- 
w^here in Orwell's writings is the dis- 
cussjon of “sainthood" and the religious 
attitude of renunciation and non- 
auachmenf which occurs in his examina¬ 
tion of Tolstoy, Swift and Gandhi, and 
which puts the issue » dearly that it is 
worth quoting at length. 

In writing of Gandhi, he says: 

'‘In this yogi-ridden age, it is too 
readily assumed fliat 'non-anachment’ is 
not only better than a fulj acceptance 
of earthly life, but that the ordinary 
man only rejects it because it is too 
difficult: in other words, that the 
average humun being is a failed 
s»ini . . . A^any people genuinely do 
not wish to be saints, and it is probable 
that some w^ho achieve or aspire to 
sainthood have never felt much tempta- 
tion to be human beings. If one could 
wS' psychological roots, one 

moiivi^ / find that the main 

*10 ^“"-atias^hmcnt: is a desire 

But it is not 

othpr-argue whether the 
humanistic ideal is 

and .9“'^ “'1 'radicals' 

1 ihfr from the mildest 

extreme Anarchist, 
chosen Man." 

prided'^hL. bL-licvcd in life. He 

unlike lacl' illusions hut, 

unnxe many writers, he did not seek to 

to 

^ in this intense desire to 
da seething about the issues which 
moved him. iny iioih his absurdities and 
his great qualLiics. In his honcscy and 
com passion he wns “prepared in ihc end 
[o he defeated and broken up by life,” 
which, he wrote in his last year, "Is the 
inevitable price of fastening one's love 
upon other human beings/’ 

C.’EF. 


Fornifir C.P. ‘(FencniP Cliallen^ps I*:irly lo Reiiv SlaleiiUMil 


T here wa^ a tu^c t^mpej,jno ■ 

1 . u ^ ^ 5 ,ymho| of that enurage and sclf-sacritice 

which, we nre told, we„ in,pi„,ion ,o » whole i^ple .i w/ utf 
Ihe ?“/«*.?' *n<i such qiiili.ics only iot« found i„fZ- 

""'t * in hr "t enTral"* ""k '**' ^P*"'**’ Communisi to riw from ihc 

™"r d lr^hrf h. /I*" Amy". He, LlMcf end .Vli^e ,0 

T PuWiuaiion (in 1940 ) "EhTee 5 

r .1 A , tiYe Ichapaicv pf the Spanish War. ' 

Of inii^udnF E, -o Si hoVdC:tdo:^'::ir I " 

moTiorics .when expedient tire only tcro wdl known. 


For, El (iampe^iiio h in the news 
again. His role is a leys heroic one 
than when, as the siorv goes, he de¬ 
fied Franco's troops, who deeJared he 
had been killed by climbing onto the 
roof of a house encircled by the 
enemy on the Tenicl front to show 
(hat he was alive and full of %hi. 
In (he five-hour bank ihat ensu.4 he 
is said to have lost a thousand . :u 
but himself succeeded in escaping. 


It is jVen Roic 
To-day he is t former Communist 
Whose experiences in Russia have del¬ 
ayed his faith in ihc Staiinisi regime. 
I ne book on which In? Is nt present en¬ 
gaged. and to be published in Paris soon, 
promises to reveal some interesting facts 
about ihc Communists’ rAlc in Spain and 
Onndlliuns in 


■^'i_«ift itacif which, ind- 
ikittally. will conEinn manv of ihe things 
‘v Aaid at ihc lime and which 

the Communists denounced ai "Troiskv- 
I'.i’^dsi diHrupiive propaganda/’ etc. 

A Paris daily pa|icr has published three 
jnsiamicnts from E 1 Cumpesino’s forth- 
hwik, The first deals wiih the 
story trf what hupjKned to ihc gold from 
the Bank of Spain. El Campesino has 
firi:i-hand knowledge, smro he was in¬ 
structed by Jose Diiz, then Secretary 
Cj 4 !Uici^] oJf the Spanish C-P. lo arrange to 
collect the gold and load it do to Ionia. 
The operwiion wts ujidenaken by trusted 
Party members, many in the unifomis of 
Assault Guards, and in an hour the 
7,aO0 cases of hara and coin were loaded 
onto 35 lorries, carrying indicators which 
led unsuspecting onlooker* to believe that 
they were carrying explosives. On Oct, 
2 gth, 1 * 136 , the caws were transferred to 
a ship bound for Odessa. Like so puiny 
contrite ex-Comniunisis, El Campesmo 
is ‘"full of indj^iion against myaclf and 
all those responsible for (he theft. I am 
convinced that Josf; Diaz himself must 
hive deeply regfetied his part before his 
iragic death in TifEis." But we are also 
asked to believe in El Campesino's "in¬ 
voluntary eompliciiy” in the afTair, Yet 
he tells us that a similar operation oc¬ 
curred in Catalonia this rime under ihe 


ThroiijiSli 
the Press 


NO JOKING MAHER 

Warning “redctioniiries" at home not lo 
imagine ihat because Yugoslavia had 
asked America for a favour the screw 
would be put on her and the "old 
democracy’' would return, iMarshal Tito 
continued r "I am telling our rcacuonaries 
It is better for them to remain quiet like 
they were for some time before, because 
we do not joke when w^e are annoyed." 

The Tima, 31/10/50. 


GORBALS STORY 

An extraordinary suggestion has come 
from Gorbals Ward Committee. On the 
grounds that Glasgow’s most tnfampns 
quarter has had loo much publidiy in 
plays, books and articles, ihe Commiliee 
wishes to change its name to Laurieston. 
One hesitates lo describe the state of mind 
which caold provoke such a suggesbon. 
It is doubtful if any city in Western 
Europe could produce so concentrated an 
area of slum and misery' as Gorbals. 

Mrs. Alice Cullen, M.P. for Gorbals. 
has described in Parliament the conditions 
in her constituency — 4,500 families live 
in onc-roomed aparimenis, and nearly 
10,000 in two apartment houses, many of 
them dilapidated, tumble-down, rai- 
infested buildings. Families of eight live 
in single rooms, and TB is naLurally rife. 

Public Opiitioii, 6/10/50. 


PENALTY OF HONESTY 

A statement issued by the general 
manager, Hulion Press, through the Press 
As^iaiiun last night, said: 

“Mr. Edward Hulion states with the 
deepest regret that, following a dispute 
about the handling of materinf about the 
Korean vi'ar, he has instructed ' ' -. Tom 
Hopkinson to relinquish the pcs tirn of 
editor of Piemre Post." 

News Chronicle, 1/11/Sfi. 

Can it be b^ause 


Picture PpjEs 

Korean ariJcl® imthl 


djrection cd % Comniunisi bauahon cotil- 
msnJcr, Manolo. Six lorries loaded with 
gold were sent to France and, according 
1 ^ El Campesino, handed to Maurict 
Tbcirez, who is still leader of ihc French 
Communist Panv. Other cnnsiprimeni* 
of gold were sent lo Thiire? in this wiy 
and I further J,500,000,000 francs were 
received hy ihe French C.P. from Dr, 
Negrin iihen Spanish pfemier’i for the 
purchase pf arms and for prppiganda a* 
well II fundi for launching the pro- 
Communiit daily C# .^nir. And that if 
only pan of the story. 

How right were the Anarvhists when 
ihey pointed nut that what arms were 
received hy the Spanish worker* from 
Russia and nihcr snurces had been paid 
/or handsomely wfih hard gold. And how 
indignam were the "innocent" Com- 
munisn and fellow iravelkml 


r.. ’uiionary aipiracton* by . ch le*ii^ 
s El Canipesinn,\ was itcx^mpiinied b¥ * 
ma- exodus into France of 
Sr 11 !] Its, Communists who leaied fC’ 
prmlj. El Campesino lells us that m 
F™"cc a committee of ComrouJivsi 
.=■: o-cited to ' scrccri' those t/P who 
:rc 'rrking isvium in Pri»^'(V 

svas given lo three cafcgorit of 
r J. membeff of ihe N K v .1 ■ 
■ ‘ct police crganhalionT who, u if 
-‘Sting to time, were “‘mainlv wonicrt » 
well-kmiwn milnanis whose posiiinn 
^ompromtiing; Spanish and loreign mill- 
lami "who hid given signi of 
re during the civil war or who knew 
much. Not having been able lo liqu''*** 
Them iti Spain, as had tMren ibf rtw o* 
a number of their friendf. thev vo-ie to 
be sent in Russia and made to diMPpnae* 
The first contingem, under the i^r.ctJbfl 
of TogtiaicL, Mtsdcito and I i*ieJ'» '**' 
-\pril. l< 33 fl. 


.^Iiogethcr Spanish 

arrived in Russia in this wjv. They hid 
been preceded bv chifJren accom¬ 

panied by IfU teachers. 


FI Campesmo clBima ihat of near f 
Spanish rrfugerf in Ri ‘ Ij. only 
l, 3 fifi are fttlll ilivc in-dav. and challcng^ 
the Communisn lo disprove his figure* 


.S/iijrrii's/i fjVifirfiitjnjfsfs in 
Rim sin 

The defeat of the Spanish worker* hy 
Franco's sirmy ^nJ ihe betrayal of their 


Those 4,R-l>n SpBnlarda who fuv^ dis¬ 
appeared or have died in Russia includ^ 
iwo whom we have mentiemed cirlier:, 
Diaz. Secrciarv of the Spani.Kh C F. finnf'; 
organiser of ihe transfer of the Spanish 
gold to Riiisia, and Mnnolo who was rex- 
ponsible for laking ihc four !orric= from 
Caialonia In France and nf handing ihrm 
■ v;r 11.1 Thore?, Dead men tell no talc*. 


Watering Down the 
American Anti-Aliens Ban 


I/IAVING made theiiiselvc* the laugh- 
^ ing atock of the world with their ban 


on all Fascisc and Comiuunisl* entering 
the tffliied Suiea, the Slate Department 
has now had lo back dow-n and grant that 
nominal membership of a totalitarian 
party will not bar an alien from visiting 
tbe UuJied State* temporarily. 

ThinlE of how many of our ow'o intel¬ 
lectual* and poliiiclans who in their ex- 
huberaoT youth flirted with the -Com- 
muniair Party, would be banned if the 
McCarran Act was strictly enforced. And 
many of those erstwhile ‘’progressives” 
are now nwirc pro-American than the 
Americans. 

Nor will [he ban now apply to those 
who can show They belonged to a totali¬ 
tarian organisation only in childhood, or 
under duress, but they must have a “good 
and legitimate reason” for visiting the 
United Slates. 

And how' will the Slate Department 
deal with such comipicrs of youth a* 
Winston Churchill, who declared that if 
he had been an Italian he would have 
worn a black shin? 


First step in the new poh/'y was sus¬ 
pension of the writ of habeas corpus for 
all persons suspected of insurrection and 
s^iition. 


FOR THF RKCORD 


cynidmi and hypocriay of ihe 
Communist leader* knows no hounds. 
Foltowing the alleged atienipted 
tion of President Truman by Puerto Rican 
nationalists, the American Coninnuniat: 
Party have issued a staiemeni which i* 
reproduced without comment bv the 
London Dmly or her (3/11/50). It 
reads: 

“Like all our fellnw-Amcricans wc 
Communists were profoundly shocked by 
this afternoon's report/’ said the staic- 


Foiii<:I\ (on HK\i’A n w 


THE OIHIMIST 


The cost of One hydrogen bomb could 
wipe out hunger, the cause of the world’s 
disorder, the Indian delegate. Sir Benegal 
R&u, told the Umted Nations Political 
Committee- He was introducing a leso- 


ment, which wa* signed byjam Foster 
and Gus Hall. Na,io„i 
Secretary of the party. 

"As is well known, the Communist 
Party condemns and rejects assassinatiom 
and all aaa of violence and terror. This 
ran only be the act of lerrorists, deran^d 
men or agents provocateurs-^a to^fi 
vmior ol Vm dcr Lubb, and 
Stas fire frame-up/' ™ 

The enormity of the He is such that * 

lri« iP cilrnj-hDa -'Ll +<■ a. 4 


LICI 4 . liiii« itav- 4 -_j_ ■ , -^ autn tnai one 

asking the sixty United Nations ^ tp 

rs to spend less on arms and more start answenng it. In fact, it 19 hardly 


lutjon 

members to spend less on arms and more answering it. in fact, it is hardly 

on developing badtward areas. amwermg if one jqst pauses I 

The speaker pointed out that “the coat to thii^ of the history of violenr* 

of (he equipment needed for the produciion enaractenses ihc rise iq power 

of a single atomic bomb has b«n csti- and his clique, 

mated at S^+iKliO mil Horn (£7lfi millions), . In case it might be said that the 

the annual intereal upon which, would Amencan Communists are speakinc 
more than suffice for the maintenance of themselves and noi for ibe X 

the entire United Nations Organisation. roasters in the Kremlin we 

The cost of an hydrogen bomb is said to chapter From S*haijcri,„i Tl 

be 5100 millions (£3.5,716,000), and such Ea» Quemin from Jan Vahin's bMk n e 
a bomb requires an atomic bomb to aa Aighi, in which he describe* t.- 

as = trsBcr. .on behalf of .he Arne”™ L?/ 

"It is obvious that a very small part of 'iP liquidate a “traitori’. Vaitl™ 55^^ 


these astronomical sums now spent 
descrucuve purposes could, if diverted to 
constructive purposes in the under¬ 
developed areas oi ihe world, serve to wipe 
out the root-cause of all disorder.” 


oon- 

good 
man re- 


IN THE RIGHT 
DIRECTION . . . 

JT is reported officially that 


f«se<l : "I doubt T hi' 

f ftS“' Con.'d« 


Denmark >VHITE MAN’S 

will issue a decree prohibiting any -- 

form of corpora] punishment in schools. 


COUNTRY 


, . . AND THE WRONG 
OrREGTlON 

An A.P. report from Manila (25/10/50) 
states that the Philliptnes’ 

Elpidio' Quirino has 


announced 


Immigration Depart^ ^ 

acceptable as an not 

noi stay in Australb. ® 


government has just begun ■;;;^Sng down Navy and 
AH ci“ -’'ifvjf 4 X 10 was in the ryiimvj 


on subvtraives. 

I Jjave been using my left hand too 
much, be said, “now T am using my 
strong nght hand," 


no colour bar 
the Empire. 


LiliniTADUN. 
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^ jpdicalist Notebook 

JobM f€>r T-U. Tories 

^al for wfc parlijment»r 7 »eaa 
A f r t^'CiscTViiivc trade unicmiais was 


r^rj Cpi,- 

nUi* ■ 

||,..Ta| Marine, lieui.-Col. J- K. 
*« “ 

the House w hfllauee the niMO- 
of cK-irnSe utjioniats among the 

^Sve^S^y fi tlozcn 5 uch mimbcrs,” 
. Sflimed, "«rid our claim—and it is 
l>f speak id ihc best interests ol 
jjJJ 5 ^\jnionlsm ’^'ould be immMBurably 

"Sj'e^b'uslness of safe parliimcntafy 
^ L a ffCrtiderJul racket, but wc Jan^ 
tTr 

-rticr m ensure 

the rtpresema^^’C!^ of big business 
^ a voice id tbc Mother of Parliaments 
flin rcpTWcntanvcH of the workers—be 

thev 
Alter 


if they get political power, 
thet cati tna^e the workers do what they 
* they think. Bi"e maintain 


flrant. . - . . ^ 

ibai itrespective of which party is in 
^.’cr the real strength lies in the hands 
ETihc workers. They produce the wealth 
of todeiy *iud are its most essential 
^^brrf :^5 long as they remain pro- 


STAYING PUT 

‘Some of the perturbed scientists*" 
-riicj, I Sunilay newspaper, "feel that as 
i taken of their loyalty they should sur- 
lendcr their passports and not go abroad.*' 
TTic day may not be far off when It will 
be thought suspidous to leave Abingdon. 

Mtmc^ieji'cr C?ii£rrdfan, l/U/50. 


dumb ox for 

BRANDING 

^ Hollywood’s John Wayne, the tough 
guy who is always chasing cattle rustlers 
in the films, is going to devote his spare 
tjmt^ to chasing Communists. He is boss 
of 'Theatre for Freedom^ Inc/'* a group 
of eoteriainers pledged to mobilise actors 
■pd actresses for an '^all-out offensive” 
igaicisi the Reds. First speech by crusader 
Wayne: "People in the performing arts 
must awake and rise to their civic 
regponsibiliiics.” 

Daily Express^ ll/lO/SO. 
He's been going to the pictures too 
imichl 



LONDON ANARCHIST GROUP 

Licturfr-Ortcutlion M*«t1ngs are hald 
Evar^ Sunday at 7.30 at 

the trade union club. 

Sraat NawpoH Straat W.C..I 
[near Uicatttr Squers Station] 
Noi-'Smbar I2th Spealie.': Sidney Parker 
"WAR OR REVOLUTION ' 

November IV|b Speaker; Tony Oibton 

■DOES POWER CORRUPT?" 

ALL WELCOME 

ADMISSION FREE FULL DISCUSSION 


OPEN-AIR MEETINGS 

Every Sunday at 3.30 
H^mpsttad Whicestone Pond 
Speakers: 

S. E. ParUr, Jack Rubin. Philip Saniom 

GLASGOW ANARCHIST GROUP 
INDOOR meetings 
tVERY SUNDAY AT 7 p.m. 

CENTRAL HALLS, 25 Beth SlrtiL 

flank Leech, John G.ffa*,, Eddie Shaw. 

J. Racsia* 

COLNE & NELSON DISTRICT 

Sunday. Noyember I llh at 2.30 p m. 

co-op guild room, Colne 
debate 

Commurviim HavHed Diiiitrous 
kesultj In RluuIi" 

Anarchiit: D £. Puda 

Communiit: Hubert Smith 
Sunday. November 1 9ih ar l.|0 p.m. 

WEAVERS INSHTUTE, NELSON 
lOiNT ANTnhlLITARlST MEETING 

with LL.P,, P.p.u, i svVF 
Spea ker: Mat K>y anigh^ ' 

Sunday. Nevember 2&th ai 2.10 p m 
at ' 

Twhlaft and Oreweri CNb. 
Cembridga Straat. Cain# [Untr.j 
■' The Stale and The Individual " 

NOnTH-EAST LONDON GROUP 

DitCbtfiue Maetingt Faria ightiv 
7.30 p.m 

Enquiries c/o Freedom Preis 
NOV. Nlh Stentord Wehb 

"lOOK CENSORSHIP IN BRITAIN" 
NOV, 201 h 

''SUPERSTITION. WAN'S HERITAGE" 



duccra end do not bccoTTic ga^-baes in 
^csdiiiiMtcr. 

‘hj.l si«n(ih for 
.1'*' “f for tjli no,- 

m.*nuia? 

Ticketed 

pOLLOWiNG on the !iugge 3 iiDn$i nf 
the Britiah Association for Com¬ 
mercial ard Industrie] Education (Frce- 
last iysue) that workers should get 
tti know the boss better and irkf nerja, 
comes a Daih Ejtfirc« report on worker- 
boss relations in one U.S. fflctory: 

“Workers at one of America's top TV 
firms will soon have lo ask a machine 
instead of the boss for a rise. 

“Harry Houston, who is in charge of 
the staff at Dumont Laboratories in 
Faicrson, N’ew Jersey, says to-day that he 
is going 10 use what be calls a stttukl 
analyser, which sons out autoinatically 
those workers best qualified for promotion. 

‘'It is no use a candidate rehearsing a 
nice little speech for the mechanical l>oss; 
it knows everjt^hing about him already. 

"Cards are fed into the machine list 
each man's Qualifications, his scorta in 
various intelligence tests, and even his 
hobbies. 

“When a bigger and better job is avail¬ 
able, Mr. Houston will just push a 
button. Out will come the machine*s first, 
second and third choices for the vacancy'. 

“Only then will the human boss step 
in. Mr. Houston will make the final 
choice from numbers one, two and three." 

Seems tike the old esipression “He *3 a 
card!*' is becoming literally true! 


Final fVords on a Controversy; 

Social Credit & Anarchism 


]M AN^’ Tcar« ftP>. I overheard my name 
mentioned as a thorough Anarchist. 
At that time T imagined Anarchists to be 
black-bearded men carrying bombs* kj 
T wasn't cxtcily pleased, Then an 
Intel Eigent artist friend explained true 
Anarchism to me, and I found that 1 had 
deserved the name. I took the trouble to 
fiiudy every nmtlc of Anarchist theory 1 
met, and I must -say J pinned a lot of 
faith to those who taught those tbeories. 

Side by side with all this, I was learn¬ 
ing how to compete for a ^cent waiy of 
life for fny offsprings, I learned that the 
strongest wins in a oompeiitive society 
^cak peopJe inevitably go under, no 
matter how well-inieniioned* or good, or 
how' well-educated they may be This led 
me via psychological studies to the idea 
that all so-called civilised societies are 
forced to compete for a share in the rwl 
wealth of the world, because the measure¬ 
ment of wealth is inaccunte . . We know 
what a pint is. or a yard, or an ounce, 
but a penny* a shilling or a money pound 
has only mS'ihjcal sulue. 

This being so. it behoves us to under¬ 
stand how we have all been misled by 
that root of all evil, a false motiey syitetn. 
Not one in a thousand even qufttions 
money. It is accepted like the weather, as 
if we had no control over it. Whereas, it 
is because a few people have enormous 
cxmtrol over our money that we are all 
forced to compete for a share of ic. in 
order to eat, be clothed and housed- Few 
people know that more than ihrce- 
Quarters of the money circulating in the 
world does not exist, except as a bank 


AMERICA SHOW S THE M AY 


^ I' HE totalitarian trends wAthin society 
to-day are gathering such force that 
in many instances they art no longer 
cloaked with the usual democratic 
hypocrisy. 

The StalinisiS] adept in the suppression 
of individual liberty* are fast being 
emulated by their American rivals. 

Faced with the slow response to the 
rallying call for fighting men, America 
coDsutuiionally prepares herself to deal 
with the problem. Lewis Her^hey. the man 
in charge of conscripiiou, cumplaiiKd that 
there were too many deferments and 
“everyone has the idea no-one can make 
a contribution unless the country uses 
him in his own peculiar profession, trade 
or speciality ... I haven't seen a draft 
question yet in which the guy said he shot 
people for a living.*' In other words, boys, 
don't w'orrj' about not bciug able to ad¬ 
just yourselves to the forces* because 
whatever your trade we will make sure 
that you leam how to shoot. 

Since conscription startf at eighieeu* a 
large percentage of manpower eligibie for 
call-up is students* and since obviously 
they will lake ads'antage of this to escape 
conscription, the “Selective Service" in 
collaboration with a group of specially 
appointed educators have decided that 
only those students who have reached a 
certain stan^rd (speciiUy set by the 
committee) at High school will be aLow'ed 
deferment and a pass into college. Each 
year in college they must keep the same 
standard, otherwise they will be drafted, 
and if at the end of this period they still 
want to dodge the army they must take 
a job in the work for which they have 


been trained and this work "must be 
essential to the naiinnil health, safety or 
interests.'' By that lime* of course* the 
work essential to the nitlonal safely or 
interest may well turn out to be only in 
the forces* so they will have him which- 
ei*er course he takes. 

And what place has justice in this new 
order? None, says Lewis Hcxsihcy. 
‘‘Thaicver we do, we will not esape being 
Unjust. There is no justice in raking the 
boys between Ifi and 25 to save the 
notion. That is just necessity." 

R.M. 


BAN ON 

U.S. COMMUNISTS 
“UNCONSTITUTIONAL” 

E ven the city of Los Angeles has (as 
many others) passed an ordinance 
compelling Communists—and o^er sub¬ 
versives—to register. Three registered in 
a month and the first one arrested was 
liberated by the Sheriff who declared the 
ordinance unconstitutional- 

In some American cities the ordinance 
stipulates that all Communists must leave 
the diy or be deported. The High Court 
declared this unconstitutional also. 

No insane asylum is large enough to 
incarcerate the American politicians- 

J. SCARCEBIAUI. 

Loi Angekft V.S.A. 
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FROM PAGE ONE 

Peace & the Wolves 

are fought between different Line-ups 
, amung the powers; even thait Rvaaiw 
PKn vtArt On one side end cad up on 
the other? Is it not elear that lueh 
teniporary and mutablr alliNBeea do not 
safeguard peaee. The uoderlviug roolitr 
Ja that ^var and peace alike, gavemments 
and people are locked tn permaoedt 
atrulgle, even if it is not eooaeiaut and 
Open. 

If therefore the peoples of the West 
w'Ish fu demonstrate their desire for itcace 
they must do ao in a way which will 
win tbem the support of the people of 
the Iron Curluin countries. If they do 
not do ao* they nilL merely weaken 
them selves without; avoiding war* Such 
support Is nut to be won throujih the 
intermediaries of govcrrtitients. And 
si nee tbr capitalist ayjtenn Cannot now 
eOdtinue to exist without w-dr — whether 
the State Capitalism of Rusaia or the ao- 
eallcd "free" eapitalism of America— 
the way to peace docs not lie through 
the eontinuanee of such a. system. 

Henee the practical problems of 
vecnrmii; peace Involve the problems of 
hriiiging wboul that revolution which 
will place initiutive, with both freedom 
ond responsibility* Ja the hands of the 
people at liirge* Which will lermtiiate 
the voneeption of gOv«rnment as a 
necetivary tutelage and usher in an 
anarehist society* 

THE HIDDEN EACTOfi.S’ 

But tn express the matter thu* 
simply is to neglect A most serious 
difi^etitty of operating o free society 
without government- It is much more 
serious than that for it saps the very 
desire for pCnve which everyone takes 
so readily for granted. The faet is that 
many oien and women* however much 
they desire peuCP on the surface, 
ueluaUy secure greater fulfilment iind 
ielf-realisatioit from war. It is not 
ainipjy tlial wages arc higher* that the 
material rewards are higher than thovC 
of peace. It Is (he emorianal rewards, 
the heightened excitement, the sense uf 
purpose* the need to live in the 
murnent whiefi may be our laul, the 
relaxation of sexUal prohihitlons^- In 
short* the realisalion of these psycho¬ 
logical factors favouring war* it yet 
aiiotfici- indictment of the *‘peace^' 
which we* earlier staled to be not fit 
to preserve. It makes the need for u 
form of society which firings fulfilment 
to its raemfiers even more rttecssaryi 
even more eertaiiily the practical pre¬ 
requisite for real peaeii. 


entry; circulating ai chequed god bills of 
trade. It is created ard destroyed daily 
Ss banki think fit. Not* mark you, io 
relatian to any increafc or decrease of 
REAL vrealcli. 

Any experiment of Anart^sm is bouiul 
to fail until more propic take the trouble 
tstudy money creation, and iti cnornicnji 
influerLce Od daily life, poLiticany, lodally, 
individually, and collectively. Therefore* 
.Mr. Editor. I beg you, do not be too ready 
to denoimcc Gladys Bing. SEie may be 
on the right inidt niifi her Sodal Credit 
theories. 

(.Mrs ' M. E. Batlit- 

★ 

Sir. 

Y'our paper fails -• sadly to be able 
TO any consmj;ruve comment cm 

applied .Anarchism with relatioi^ to cur¬ 
rent events because wu have poi yet seen 
the ptfaihouni imporcance of the money 
nuchine in the hands of govemmeni. 
liou find (NJurselvts ranged with the 
.‘Socialist, Tory'* Liberal and Communist 
papers in that you fail to put your finger 
on the cause of* say. the gas strike. 
You* like the oihers. cannot siy that the 
gas strikers Ajf*e kept their part of their 
ccntraci; thev have produced the agreed 
amount of gas and the Gas Board has 
paid the agreed anwunt of wages hut ihat 
it is the govern men I's taxation policy 
which has sapped the buying power from 
the agreed wage* so that the actual amount 
Cl wealth got by the gaa workers tn 
e.tchange for gas production ti a diminish¬ 
ing and dissolving riemeni. I submit that 
that IS she way to comment on strikes 
from the Anarchist viewpoint if you 
eventually hopw to achieve the ownership 
of gas production hy gas producers (which 



entails ihe end or the wage .i-tex. 
Mcrelv [o moan and blame the other 
bloke only makes him fight harder aad 
exploit your ignorance. 

To take your last point. Of coum* 
Social Crtditen believe in private pro¬ 
perty: the privAie property that inheres 
in evervont'* right to choose fus OKSti |0b, 
to own his own Eooli and ihc mateiiiala 
of hri ivofk. Without such ownership 
ibere can be no vejrijfc n( Cknic* iq 
Living. Vou mruii remember Gilben'i 
song When everybody's somebody thee 
nn-onr'* anvKHiv.'' When ■: ersfredy hu; 
all the money he wants then money wit 
cease tc be a valuable ctutimodity. lT..i: 
is Soetj] Crvuit^—and the ONLY' way 
.Anarchism with a ospiial A 

Gi-stw - Binu 


f-c/jTor'.s SotQ : 

"W/f ruNunf cuttriitiMe to gitv 

Sriciul CreJii fAruriri. Tk&^ 
fiJTt mui'A iflure if fees in ths 
paper irkpre readarf belioirg m moi 
ire have tnken the iraubh- 
mcmev ireatie»i; rpt have ^rns iillL 
mauni importitnee of the mm^: 1 
in the hamli of fnrrminfnr. 
nhe she trhole nicuiey* ^ijnkinf, 
fiHim rial, deht and wage* 
iohtfai ray kef J md fraudi, 
free foyiety, anaryhiit exptrimi^, 
iW Lit-iiij?, social fustiee or human t 
r£l?i sundve fti the same world 
lysferni. ^ 

That ir t"Av we have ufK'oyrc 
nor therr reform, on hown*^ 
ha fit, bits thtlr tomptfie aholm 


Siril 

A Parson offhrs Itis afiv'ice 


A CHRfSTfAK geniEeman, the Rev. 

Guy Howard* ^'icar of Si, Peter's, 
Cranlcy Gardens, from his comfortable 
home* writes a letter to his Parish 
Magazine condemning unofficial strike 
action. He is reported aa saying; 

"It is 3 constant source of amazement 
and amusement to my Sardonic mind to 
note how anti-social Communists can bc- 
They seem to have little compunction 
about making the unfortunate conunuDity 
as uncomfortable as they' can. 

“First there was the omnibus strike, 
then there was the printing strike, and 
lately there has been the gas strike. All 
were unauthorised* all of them un¬ 
justifiable, 

"If the Minister of Labour, who was 
exceedingly dilatory over dealing with the 
gas strike* will not take measures to put 
an end to unofftetal strikcf, the British 
public should surely assert itself and 
demand that measures must be taken to 
protect them. 

"Maybe it would be 3 ^od thing if the 
leaders of these unauthorised strikes could 
he ducked in a dirty duck pond until they 
decided to call the strike off- 

“1 could almost find it in my heart 
to be the founder of an anti-strike league* 
but that, perhaps, is going too far- 

“But these unofficial strikes must be 
stopped* and stopped now—e^'cn though it 
may mean terms ol imprisonment and 
even deportation—not to mention dosages 
of castor oil to make the leaders sick and 


KNOCKING HKLL 
Ol T OF THEM 

CIX hundred thousand Roman Catholics 
^ gathered here to-day—AH Saints' 
Day—from all over the world heard 
Pope Pius XIII proclaim the Dogma of 
the Bodily Assumption. 

Mill Ions more heard a broadcast of the 
proclamaiion- 

The Dogma, which every Roman 
Catholic must believ'e or he considered a 
heretic, w^as defined as: "The immaculate 
Mother of God* Mary* ever virgin* when 
the conrsc of her life on earth was finished* 
was taken up body and soul into heaven." 

The Pope was surrounded on the steps 
of St .Peter's Church by 36 cardinals and 
650 bishops and archbishops. Scores in 
the crowd were hurt and thousands 
fainted. Police had to use truncheons to 
keep piigriniH in check. 

News ChrettkU^ 2/11/50. 


C0l» WAR eHRIST 

Protests against Dogma of the Assump¬ 
tion are contained in a letter Eu be sent 
to the Pope this week-end by the 
Proles cant Alliance, one of the oldest 
church socieiics in the country. 

'The lette.r goes On: "... The people 
of your own country, Italy* already he- 
licvlng the errors of the Imma^laif 
Conception and your own personal 
iitfanibility* are riddled with Com¬ 
munism and ignorance* whereas our own 
people of England, still adhering t® _. 
prindplei of Christ* have not 
Communist member of Parliiment- ^ 
Manyhesier Guoe'diati, 28. 

a- 1 , " '"* 


sorry. 

Alost of us would agree tliuiJI 
mumata are iiEUL-socla], althi 
not necessarilv follow chat 
strikea ore insttjjiccd by Comj 
are we to accept the drastic 
depoftation, imprisonment, . 
dirty duck ponda put for 
Reverend Guy How'ard [ 
striken as Christian teachings? ^ 


rsEEsoM rd 
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P, J. Fraud h9>n: 

GENERAL IDEA OF THE REVOLUTi 
IN THE 19 th CENTURY Clptfi 5 . 
John Oidayi 

THE MARCH TO DEATH 
THE LIFE WE LIVE, THE DEATH 
V/E DIE 
CfiirUi Duff; 

A HANDBOOK ON HANGING 
G^ilvr Lw«l: 

COLLECTIVES FN SPAIN 
A. CUiga; 

THE KRONDSTAT REVOLT 
Icarus; 

THE WILHELM SHAVEN REVOLT 
"Equity": 

THE STRUGGLE IN THE FACTORT 
McCartnvy; 
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